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Action:
That the Park and Recreation 
Commission endorse the
Draft Arlandria-Chirilagua Plan open 
space recommendations as consistent 
with the goals of the Alexandria Open 
Space Plan and Strategic Plan 2018-
2023.
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Arlandria-
Chirilagua

• Preserve Arlandria-Chirilagua as 
a culturally diverse neighborhood by 
protecting residents' ability to remain 
in the community in the context 
of anticipated market pressures

• Support the existing commercial 
corridor, local businesses, and the 
community’s access to daily needs

• Build on neighborhood walkability, 
safety, and mobility options

• Connect and expand the open space 
network with more play areas and 
outdoor living rooms

Planning Process Objectives

Neighborhood Context

Equitable, Resilient, Welcoming Neighborhood
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Current Community Priorities for open space

• Diversity of Uses – outdoor living rooms, social spaces, active, passive
• Park Amenities – Grilling and picnic areas, restrooms, recreation areas/facilities, water play, lighting
• Playgrounds – Playgrounds for children of all ages
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• 4+ acres net new open space within 
walking distance of all residents, 
dispersed throughout Plan area, 
includes a variety of types

• Open space amenities serve an array 
of activities

• 20% open space for new 
development

• New pedestrian connections to Four 
Mile Run park

Open Space at a Glance

6



Open Space Network
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4+ 
acresnetnew
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Open Space Table

acresproposed

Acres existing, not 
inclusive of 4MR

4+
1.1

20% open space for new 
development

Not including Four Mile Run ~50 acres 



Urban Plaza



Urban Playgrounds
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Neighborhood Culture and 
History
As part of new open spaces, 
parks and streetscapes, 
integrate recreational 
amenities, public art, and 
murals of scale that function 
as interpretive elements for 
the area’s unique history and 
sustainable future. 
Incorporate historical 
markers and elements of the 
neighborhood history and 
culture to enhance the 
experience of users of the 
parks within the plan area.
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Gather + Play DRAFT Recommendations (Summarized, for full text see staff report)

• At-grade publicly accessible open space network as depicted in 
Figure 1 and Table 1. Network should include a mixture of active, 
passive, natural, educational, physical fitness, cultural, and social 
elements for people of all ages and abilities. All open spaces 
should include amenities of some kind that enhance usability 
such as seating options, grilling areas, exercise and 
play equipment, and accessible restrooms.

• Ground level open space depicted in Figure 1 will be made 
accessible and usable to the public through dedication to the City 
as a public park or provision of a perpetual public access and use 
easement.

• Parcels that redevelop adjacent to Four Mile Run Park and other 
publicly owned open space will not intrude into the 
adjoining public parkland.

• All public open spaces in the neighborhood will be designed to 
be welcoming, open and accessible to all. Each block developed 
with a multifamily residential use will provide a minimum of 
20% at- or above-grade public and/or private open space.

• Accessory structures that support recreational uses and 
programming subject to approvals through the development 
review process.

• Special events and community activities in support of the Plan 
goals may be held within publicly accessible open spaces subject 
to all applicable City approvals and permits.

• Existing community facility at 4109 Mount Vernon Avenue in Four 
Mile Run Park will remain, as recommended in the Four Mile Run 
Park Improvement Plan. To support the ongoing need for 
community/public facilities in Arlandria, future park planning will 
consider long-term replacement of the building.

• As part of redevelopment, properties adjacent to Four Mile Run 
will be responsible for providing the open space area and 
improvements recommended by the Four Mile Run Master Plan 
Restoration Plan.

• Integrate recreational amenities, public art, and murals of scale 
that function as interpretive elements for the area’s unique 
history and sustainable future.

• Incorporate historical markers and elements of the neighborhood 
history and culture to enhance the experience of users of the parks 
within the plan area.
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• New public parks and open spaces will happen 
over time.
Public parks and open spaces to be constructed 
as part of redevelopment (1-15 years)

• Use of developer contributions for larger parks.
• Community will be involved as part of the 

future design process of each park.

Implementation



Next Steps

• September
• Transportation Commission
• Ongoing outreach to community stakeholders
• Post Draft Recommendations for public input

October
• AHAAC and Landlord/Tenant Relations
• Post Draft Plan
• Ongoing outreach to community stakeholders

November
• Planning Commission and City 

Council Public Hearings
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Action:
That the Park and Recreation 
Commission endorse the Arlandria-
Chirilagua Plan open space (GATHER + 
PLAY) recommendations as consistent 
with the goals of the Alexandria Open 
Space Plan and Strategic Plan 2018-
2023.
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Project web page
alexandriava.gov/110833

WhatsApp or Text
at 571-358-7569

Jose Carlos Ayala, CNUa
Principal Planner
Department of Planning and Zoning
Jose.Ayala@alexandriava.gov

Jeffrey C. Farner
Deputy Director 
Department of Planning and Zoning
jeffrey.farner@alexandriava.gov 17
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